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BIOS:  Imaginary Homeland
David Rogers (saxophones, Dagbamba talking drum) is an eclectic composer whose music draws on his extensive study of the talking drum, xylophone, and one-string fiddle traditions of the Dagbamba and Dagara tribes of northern Ghana.  His compositions for Imaginary Homeland and other ensembles weave a unique blend of African roots with American jazz improvisation and blues tonality.   Rogers has apprenticed for three years in Ghana, living in the homes of master musicians, studying native drum language, and performing at traditional festivals, funerals and celebrations.  David is an active composer in the jazz, new music, theater, and dance circles of New York.  His compositions have been funded by the Meet The Composer fund and the New York State Council on the Arts, and are featured on Imaginary Homeland’s CD “Jump for George.” He has collaborated with choreographers Rebecca Ashley and Miral Kotb, the Next Stage music ensemble, and African master musicians Dolsi-naa Abubakari Lunna, Bernard Woma, Madou Dembele, and Kakraba Lobi.  David is a co-founder of Jumbie Records.
Mark Stone (African drumset, water drum, rattles, bells, body percussion, Dagara gyil xylophone) 
has performed with the foremost percussion groups of Ghana (West Africa), Uganda (East Africa), and Trinidad (West Indies). In Ghana, Mark performed with Godwin Agbeli's Sankofa Dance Theatre. In Uganda, he was an honorary member of the Nakibembe Xylophone Group for a six-month period, performing at village funerals and weddings. During a research trip to Trinidad in 2001, Mark joined the steel drum ensemble, Scrunters Pan Groove, performing in the finals of the individual steel drum competition and throughout the carnival festivities. This past December, Mark performed with master-xylophonist Bernard Woma at the Filmua Kukur Bagr Festival in the Upper West Region of Ghana. His research in Ugandan music has been published in African Music, the Journal of the International Library of African Music in South Africa.  Mark also directs the Biakuye Unity Ensemble and is a co-founder of Jumbie Records. 

Marlene Rice (violin) is unique in contemporary jazz for her rich soulful tone and soaring solos, drawing on blues, gospel, and modern jazz inflections.  Marlene has recorded with Greg Osby (“Symbols of Light”), Steve Coleman, Quartette Indigo, pop stars Lauryn Hill and Patti Labelle, and others.  Marlene has performed throughout the world with such artists as Cassandra Wilson, James Carter, and Quartette Indigo, with iconoclastic composers David Soldier, Kitty Brazelton, and Lawrence “Butch” Morris, and in sections with Aretha Franklin, Smokey Robinson, and Sammy Davis, Jr.  Her own string quartet Sojourner draws on jazz, Soul, R&B, Hip-hop, and the avant-garde.
Matt Pavolka (acoustic bass) is one of the most in-demand bassists of the New York jazz scene, much prized for his deep resonant sound, impeccable groove, and startlingly inventive solos.  Matt has performed throughout the U.S. and Europe, Japan and South America with jazz artists such as Matt Wilson, Josh Roseman, Mark Turner, Jeff Ballard, Tony Malaby, Gene Jackson, Charlie Persip, and George Garzone.  He is co-director and composer for the jazz-punk-electronica fusion band “House of Illusion” whose album “The Bridge” is available on NMC Records.

For more information:   www.ImaginaryHomeland.com

